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FOREWORD 

A history of Riviera Beach has been needed for  

many years; l i t t l e  written material i s  available 
on the beginnings of our c i ty .  In t h i s  year of 
our nation's  Bicentennial, in te res t  in our local 

history i s  high. I was pleased tha t  the Riviera 

Beach Public Library could work with the Bicen- 

tennial Conmission of Riviera Beach i n  publishing 

th i s  booklet. I t  would have been impossible to 

compile without the help of the Historical Society 

of Palm Beach County whose l ibrary contains the 
r ichest  s to re  of materials available on the history 

of the  county. Special thanks i s  due t o  Maxine 

Banash, Librarian, John G. Andersen of the 
Historical Society f o r  aiding and encouraging our 

often floundering research e f for t s .  
Miss Edith Newcomb kindly spent several a f t e r -  

noons talking with us and loaned clippings and 

pictures from her personal f i l e s ;  her assistance 

was invaluable. Virgil R. Strain ,  former mayor 

and councilman and resident of the c i t y  fo r  52 

years,  provided much information and also loaned 
clippings and pictures. Mrs. Dorothy Halsey 

Theroux was interviewed and loaned pictures. 

T. Leonard Griffin,  resident of Riviera Beach 

since 1912, was interviewed on the history of the 
Bahamian fishing families. Mrs. Clevie Davis was 

interviewed on the history of the black community 



i n  R iv ie ra  Beach. A complete l i s t  o f  those 

in terv iewed i s  inc luded i n  ou r  b ib l iography.  

U n t i l  a  more comprehensive h i s t o r y  o f  R i v i e r a  

Beach comes along, we hope t h i s  book le t  w i l l  serve 

the comnunity's need t o  know something about i t ' s  

past, t h a t  i t  w i l l  s t i r  an i n t e r e s t  i n  our  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y  and t h a t  those res iden ts  who have i n f o r -  

mation and o l d  p i c t u r e s  o f  R i v i e r a  w i l l  con tac t  

the R i v i e r a  Beach Pub l i c  L i b r a r y  which welcomes 

any f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c i t y .  

Lynn B r ink  
L i b r a r y  D i r e c t o r  



THE INDIANS 

More than 800 years ago, t h e  area t h a t  i s  now 

R i v i e r a  Beach was laden w i t h  var iegated vegeta t ion  

t h a t  gave i t  a p r i s t i n e  beauty and prov ided a habi -  

t a t  f o r  w i l d  animals, a v a r i e t y  o f  b i r d s  and c o l o r -  

f u l  r e p t i l e s .  It l a y  i n  peaceful  repose nex t  t o  

a l a r g e  freshwater l a k e  which was home t o  f i s h  t h a t  

leaped i n  the  unspoi led a i r ,  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  F l o r i d a  

sun g l i n t i n g  o f f  t h e i r  curved bodies. 

Deer, bear, w i l d c a t s  and panthers roamed i t s  

savannahs and woods, t u r t l e s  and a l l i g a t o r s  s l e p t  

i n  i t s  swamps and snakes s l i t h e r e d  through i t s  

palmet to and j u n g l e - l i k e  fo l i age .  

The land was b e a u t i f u l  b u t  l i f e  was hard; t h e  

e a r l y  Indians s t rugg led  t o  surv ive.  They chose 

a she l te red  spot on t h e  west s i d e  o f  Lake Worth 

i n  what was t o  become R i v i e r a  Beach and over  

cen tu r i es  b u i l t  up two s h e l l  mounds and a long, 

h igh  sand mound. 

Ka r l  Squires, i n  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  

"PreCol umbian Man i n  Southern F l o r i d a  , '  pub1 ished 

i n  "Tequesta," the  j o u r n a l  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  

Assoc ia t ion  o f  South F lo r i da ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  a "very 

l a r g e  and populous v i l l a g e  ( o f  Tequesta Ind ians)  

was on t h e  west shore o f  Lake Worth i n  t h e  town o f  

R i  v iera."  More recent  a rcheo log ica l  o p i n i o n  does 

n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between t h e  Tequestas , t h e  A is  



and the  Jeagas. They are  a l l  Glades Cu l tu re  

Indians numbering no more than 1000 throughout 

a l l  of southeast F lo r i da .  

L i t t l e  i s  known o f  these Indians o the r  than 

t h a t  they were a non -ag r i cu l t u ra l  people who l i v e d  

on f i sh ,  s h e l l f i s h ,  occasional smal l  game, b e r r i e s  

and roo ts .  They are  known t o  have disappeared 

completely by 1750; poss ib l y  destroyed by Spanish 

s lave  ra ids ,  disease and rum, w i t h  remnents absorb- 

ed by the  Seminoles. 

I n  1914 a wealthy manufacturer from Iowa named 

Charles N. Newcomb, a man o f  a v i d  s c i e n t i f i c  c u r i -  

o s i t y  who had come t o  t h e  area 14 years e a r l i e r ,  

i nves t i ga ted  t h e  mound complex and prov ided t h e  

Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  Washington, 0. C. w i t h  

d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  f ind ings,  i n c l u d i n g  sketches o f  t h e  

mound s i t e .  

He described i t  as 150 f e e t  wide, 10 f e e t  h igh  

and more than a h a l f  m i l e  long. It consis ted o f  

a long, h igh,  f ishshaped sand mound used f o r  cere- 

monial purposes which l e d  t o  two s h e l l  mounds on 

the shore o f  Lake Worth. The s h e l l  mounds were . 
midden, o r  k i tchen,  mounds upon which t h e  Indians 

l i v e d .  The mound complex extended from t h e  

l ake f ron t  across what i s  now Broadway between 11 th  

and 12th s t ree ts ,  ending on t h e  west s ide  o f  

Avenue E. 

Miss Ed i th  L. Newcomb, Charles Newcomb's 



daughter who s t i l l  l i v e s  i n  R iv ie ra  Beach, has 

ob jec ts  t h a t  were found i n  the  mound, i n c l u d i n g  

some p o t t e r y  shards and a bone implement used 

f o r  opening oys te r  s h e l l s .  

Sometime a f t e r  the  disappearance o f  the  

Glades Cu l tu re  Indians, Seminole Indians a l s o  

chose R i v i e r a  as a s i t e  f o r  a v i l l a g e .  Records 

show t h a t  i n  1841, a m i l i t a r y  exped i t ion  f rom 

F o r t  Lauderdale under the  leadersh ip  o f  Captain 

R.D.A. Wade destroyed Seminole v i l l a g e s  on the  

s i t e s  o f  the towns o f  Palm Beach and R i v i e r a  

Beach, and a t  the  head o f  the  H i l l s b o r o  River .  

JUDGE HEYSER AND THE OAK LAWN HOTEL 

The homesteading o f  R i v i e r a  Beach i s  c l o s e l y  

t i e d  t o  the s e t t l i n g  o f  the  area surrounding the  

l a k e  from J u p i t e r  t o  Hypoluxo--and w i t h  the  

h i s t o r y  o f  the county. Palm Beach county was 

n o t  created u n t i l  1909; when the f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  

a r r i v e d  beginning i n  t h e  e a r l y  18601s, i t  was 

p a r t  o f  Dade County which then s t re t ched  from 

the  S t .  Luc ie  R ive r  t o  the  Keys. Dur ing t h e  

pe r iod  o f  se t t lement  t h e  e n t i r e  area f rom 

J u p i t e r  t o  Boynton Beach was c a l l e d  "Lake Worth" 

and comprised sca t te red  homesteads on b o t h  sides 

o f  the  lake. The f i r s t  s e t t l e r  was a German 

h o r t i c u l t u r i s t ,  August 0. Lang, who came t o  t h i s  



remote area sometime before 1860 and se t t l ed  on 

w h a t  l a t e r  became known as Palm Beach. Lang and 

his family moved to  west of Fort Pierce about the 

time other s e t t l e r s  began arr iving i n  the area. 

Some sources s t a t e  t ha t  Lang was a d r a f t  dodger 

who came here t o  avoid induction in to  the Con- 

federate Army and who l e f t  on being informed 

that  the Civil War was over. 

In 1873 the H. 0. Pierce family arr ived,  

followed i n  the spring of 1875 by the  George W .  

Lainhart family. The Pierces s e t t l ed  on 

Hypo1 uxo Island, the Lainharts on Palm Beach. 

Other pioneer families joined them, s e t t l i n g  

mainly on the ea s t  s ide  of the  lake. 

I t  was not unti l  the ear ly  1880s t ha t  anyone 

made his home in the area t ha t  i s  now Riviera 

Beach. Frank L .  Oimick, one of the  pioneering 

Dimick family who had come t o  the area around 
Lake Worth in the 1870s. bought 80.24 acres fo r  

593.30 from the U .  S. Government i n  1881 i n  what 

was t o  become the original  town s i t e  of Riviera 

Beach. Dimick, however, did not homestead and the 

land lay vacant unti l  he sold i n  1882 to  Allen E .  

Heyser. 
Judge Allen E .  Heyser's name i s  l i s t e d  on 

the bronze t ab l e t  honoring the  pioneers of Palm 

Beach County, which formerly stood i n  Pioneer 
Park and now stands behind the  Norton Gallery in 

4 
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Palm Beach. He was the  f i r s t  t o  s e t t l e  i n  

what i s  now R i v i e r a  Beach and was the  f i r s t  lawyer 

and f i r s t  county judge i n  Dade County (now Palm 

Beach and Dade count ies) .  

Judge Heyser was born June 30. 1857. i n  

Pennsylvania. He came t o  Lake Worth i n  1881 from 

Madison, Georgia, where he had p rac t i ced  law f o r  

two years. Soon a f t e r  coming t o  the  Lake Worth ." 
area Heyser was appointed t o  the  judgeship o f  Dade 

County, a p o s i t i o n  which he he ld  f o r  25 years. 

According t o  an i n t e r v i e w  i n  1936 w i t h  

M a t t i e  A. Heyser, h i s  widow, he had come w i t h  the  

i n t e n t i o n  of buying a p iece o f  land where t h e  

F l a g l e r  Museum now stands from Frank L.  Dimick. 

When Heyser a r r i v e d  and found t h a t  t h e  land 



already had been sold, he was "disappointed b u t  

no t  discouraged" and purchased 80.24 acres i n  

what i s  now R iv ie ra  Beach from Mr.  Dimick f o r  

$500 i n  May, 1882. 

Heyser, who was a bachelor  when he came from 

Pennsylvania, marr ied M a t t i e  A.  Spencer, the  

daughter o f  V.  0. Spencer, a p ioneer and t h e  f i r s t  

postmaster o f  the area surrounding Lake Worth. 

Sometime a f t e r  t h e i r  marr iage t h e  Heysers 

b u i l t  a house on t h e i r  land.  I n  the  words o f  
M a t t i e  Heyser, "We j u s t  s t a r t e d  t o  b u i l d  a home 

and l i v e  i n  i t  ourselves, b u t  we kept  on adding 

room a f t e r  room, u n t i l  we had a h o t e l  t h ree  s t o r i e s  

h igh  w i t h  20 rooms." 

The August 30, 1888, i ssue o f  "The F l o r i d a  

Star," publ ished i n  T i t u s v i l l e ,  ndtes t h a t  Heyser 

had moved i n t o  "h i s  new h o t e l "  which had been 

s l i g h t l y  damaged i n  s hur r icane t h a t  month. 

Oak Lawn House as i t  was c a l l e d  i n  the  l a t e  

805, o r  t h e  Oak Lawn Hote l  as i t  was known i n  t h e  

e a r l y  90s. was the  t h i r d  h o t e l  on the  lake. The 

name, Oak Lawn, came from.the f i v e  l a r g e  oaks on 

the  proper ty .  The ho te l  was l oca ted  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

town s i t e  o f  R i v ie ra  Beach on t h e  l ake f ron t  a t  whpt 

i s  now 10th  S t r e e L  One o f  t h e  l a r g e  oak t rees .  

now gnarled and s p l i t ,  i s  s t i l l  s tanding on t h e  

qorthwest corner  o f  10 th  S t r e e t  and Avenue C. 

It i s  est imated t o  be over 300 years o ld .  

The Oak Lawn Hote l  e v i d e n t l y  was a success 



dur ing  the  w i n t e r  r e s o r t  seasons. which were then 

on l y  two months long. The neighborhood took i t s  

name from the  ho te l  and thus f o r  the  f i r s t  years 

of i t s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  R i v i e r a  BeacWarea was known 

as Oak Lawn. The f i r s t  post  o f f i c e  was es tab l ished 

under the  name Oak Lawn i n  1889 and was loca ted i n  

the  ho te l .  The Oak Lawn area inc luded t h e  neigh- 

borhood on l y  as f a r  n o r t h  as Sherman's Point ,  j u s t  

south o f  t h e  present Blue Heron Bridge, and extended 

f a r t h e r  south than t h e  present  borders o f  R i v i e r a  

Beach. 

"The Trop ica l  Sun," t h e  f i r s t  newspaper i n  t h e  

Lake Worth area, pub l ished a t  Juno, descr ibes the  

h o t e l  and surrounding area i n  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  

"Lake Worth, a  General Wr i t e  Up c f  A l l  Po in ts  o f  

In te res t . "  which appeared i n  t h e  September 19, 

1891 issue: 

"The house i s  s i t u a t e d  upon a  p ic tu resque ly  
wooded mound--of t h e  k i n d  very common i n  F lo r i da .  
This  i s  p e c u l i a r l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two po r t i ons  by 
a  wide, deep d i t c h  i n t e r s e c t i n g  i t .  Since Judge 
Heyser s e t t l e d  the  p lace e i g h t  years ago, many 
o l d  Spanish r e l i c s  and cu r ious  ob jec ts  of i n t e r e s t  
have been unearthed by t h e  res idents .  I t  i s  
indeed a  most i n t e r e s t i n g  and d e l i g h t f u l  spot. 
A we1 1-appointed establ ishment,  a  f i n e  garden, 
a  p ro fus ion  o f  d a i r y  products, f i n e  f r u i t  t rees,  
w e l l  kept  premises, c l e v e r  gen ia l  people make 
i t  j u s t  what i t  is - -a  p leasant  home-place f o r  
r e s t  and ease. It i s  nearer  t h e  I n l e t  than any 
o the r  ho te l  on the  l a k e  and i s  a l s o  on the  county 
road lead ing  t o  J u p i t e r  and northward. The 
st rawberry bed a t  Oak Lawn measures 33 fee t  by 
48 f e e t  and the  y i e l d  l a s t  w i n t e r  was 160 quarts.  



- The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  the  neighborhood i s  proven by 
the fac t  t h a t  dur ing the  f i r s t  s i x  months o f  the  
cur ren t  year  (1891) seven homesteads were entered 
i n  the v i c i n i t y .  These l i v e  t o  t h e  west o f  Oak 
Lawn, among them are  the  homesteads o f  Mr .  Bu rne t t  
and Miss Spencer and others.  Much work has been 
done on these places, pineapples and t rees  having 
been s e t  out . "  

The Handbook o f  F lo r i da ,  an e a r l y  t r a v e l  guide 

publ ished i n  1891, l i s t s  t h e  r a t e s  as $2.00 t o  $2.50 

a  day o r  $10.00 t o  $12.00 a  week f o r  bed and board. 

I t pra ises  the  f i s h i n g  as "probably as good as any- 

where on the  lake, w h i l e  f i n e  shoot ing i s  t o  be 

found w i t h i n  easy walk ing d is tance i n  any d i r e c t i o n  

along the  shore, o r  among the  savannahs and woods 

t o  the westward." 

A s tudy o f  The T rac t  Index Dade County Deeds 

No., which records the  land deeds reg i s te red  w i t h  

the county i n  the  1880s and 90s shows--at l e a s t  i n  

part--when and by whom the  land around Oak Lawn and 

w i t h i n  tie present boundaries o f  R i v ie ra  Beach was 

purchased. 

The Rev. Emanuel Heyser, Judge Heyser's f a the r ,  

came down from Georgia and purchased the  southeast 

corner o f  l o t  2  sec t i on  33 from h i s  son i n  1883. 

By 1385 Rev. Heyser had been j o i n e d  by h i s  w i f e  

M i t t i e  and was homesteading. "The T rop i ca l  Sun" 

reports t h a t  he was experimenting w i t h  new f r u i t s  

and plants, bu t  t h a t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  business was 

strawberry cu l tu re .  



Between Rev. Heyser's p lace  and the  Oak Lawn 

Hote l  were 15 acres purchased i n  1890 by James 

MacFarlane, a Scotsman and res iden t  o f  Palm Beach. 

To t h e  n o r t h o f  t h e  h o t e l  were 100 acres owned 

by the  honorable Josiah Sherman, a w i n t e r  res iden t  

described by the  Sun as "an ex-senator and w e l l  

known c a p i t a l i s t  o f  A t lan ta ,  Georgia.'' Senator 

Sherman purchased p a r t  o f  h i s  land as e a r l y  as 

1884 and p a r t  i n  1891. It was probably n o t  u n t i l  

1891 t h a t  he b u i l t  a  w i n t e r  home there. The Sun 

repor ted  t h a t  yea r  t h a t  he p lan ted  more than 100 

cocoanut t rees  and was d r a i n i n g  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  

o f  h i s  l and  f o r  the  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  upland r i c e .  

Preparat ions f o r  a wharf and new house a l s o  were 

mentioned. Senator Sherman remarr ied i n  1891 i n  

A t l a n t a  and re turned t o  w i n t e r  w i t h  h i s  new b r i d e  

a t  Oak Lawn. The area j u s t  south o f  the  present  

Blue Heron Br idge i s  s t i l l  known as Sherman's 

Po in t .  

Several o f  t h e  e a r l y  p ioneer f a m i l i e s  of 

Oak Lawn were b lack.  W i l l i e  Melton i s  mentioned 

i n  the  Sun as an e a r l y  s e t t l e r  i n  t h e  Lake Worth 

area. I n  1888 he purchased about 6% acres near 

the  Oak Lawn Hote l  from E. N. Dimick. A n o t i c e  

i n  the  August 25. 1892, i ssue o f  the  Sun o f f e r s  

condolences on t h e  unexpected death o f  h i s  w i f e  

and expresses " the  sympathy o f  the  e n t i r e  corranu- 

n i t y " '  t o  "one o f  t h e  most worthy and progressive 

o f  ou r  co lo red s e t t l e r s . "  



The Jacob Gui ldersleeves were another f a m i l y  

o f  e a r l y  black pioneers. Mrs. M i l l i e  Gui lders leeve 

i s  remembered as a  mid-wi fe f o r  the  e n t i r e  comu-  

n i t y .  (A Katy Gui lders leeve i s  thought t o  be the  

f i r s t  b lack g i r l  born i n  t h e  Lake Worth area.) 

The Gui ldersleeves owned a  vegetable farm west o f  

the  Oak Lawn Hotel .  Ed and L i zzy  Cain, a l so  vege- 

t a b l e  farmers, were o the r  e a r l y  b lack s e t t l e r s .  

The Thomas M. Tay lo r  fami ly  were very e a r l y  

b lack pioneers, so e a r l y  t h a t  al though no deed i n  

t h e i r  names i s  recorded i n  The T rac t  Index, they 

were recognized as owning l and  next  t o  a  p l o i  t h a t  

was purchased i n  1884. 

I n  1892 a  group o f  seven young people from 

Oak Lawn and Lake Worth v i s i t e d  " the  co lo red 

church west o f  Oak Lawn;" t h e  serv ices were con- 

ducted by a  s u b s t i t u t e  m in i s te r ,  the  Rev. E. L. 

Smith. 

The August 14, 1894 Sun repo r t s  t h a t  " the 

colored people o f  R i v i e r a  are  organ iz ing  a  B a p t i s t  

Church and Sunday school." 

The l o c a t i o n  and membership o f  these e a r l y  

churches i s  unknown. 

OAK LAWN SECOMES R I V I E R A  

I n  1893 Oak Lawn became R iv ie ra .  Several 

accounts have i t  t h a t  a  v i s i t o r  t o  the  Oak Lawn 



Hotel ,  u s u a l l y  s a i d  t o  be a  j o u r n a l i s t  from At lan ta .  

was so taken w i t h  the  beauty o f  the p lace t h a t  he 

c a l l e d  i t  the  R i v i e r a  of America i n  dispatches t o  

h i s  paper. Probably the  correspondent was descr ib -  

i n g  t h e  whole Lake Worth area r a t h e r  than j u s t  Oak 

Lawn, b u t  Judge Heyser ac ted  i m e d i a t e l y  t o  change 

the  pos t  o f f i c e  name t o  R iv ie ra .  The Oak Lawn 

Hotel ,  which served as t h e  post  o f f i c e ,  thus became 

t h e  R i v i e r a  Hotel  and t h e  surrounding neighborhood 

was r e f e r r e d  t o  as R iv ie ra .  

The 1896 Business D i rec tory ,  Guide and H i s t o r y  

imp l i es  t h a t  t h i s  was a  r e a l  coup on Judge Heyser's 

p a r t  and a  s u r p r i s e  t o  t h e  o the r  co rnun i t i es  on 

Lake Worth which would have l i k e d  t o  assume t h e  

name. The D i r e c t o r y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  Judge Heyser was 

" the  f i r s t  t o  ge t  ho ld  o f  and appropr ia te  the  name 

f o r  h i s  house" and t h a t  "even before t h e  o the r  post  

o f f i c e s  around t h e  l a k e  had an i n k l i n g  o f  what was 

being done, they rece ived a n o t i c e  from t h e  (Posta l )  

Department announcing t h e  change. " 
Besides serv ing  as pos t  o f f i c e ,  t h e  Oak Lawn 

Hote l  had a  te legraph o f f i c e  by 1893. 

I n  1899 t h e  Dade County seat  was moved from 

Juno back t o  Miami. Judge Heyser, whose constant  2 

attendance was requ i red  when c o u r t  was i n  session, 

moved permanently t o  Miami. The h o t e l  then was 

managed by several d i f f e r e n t  p r o p r i e t o r s  and began 

t o  de te r i o ra te .  Business no doubt was h u r t  by the  

cons t ruc t i on  o f  such la rge ,  e legant  ho te l s  as t h e  

11 



Breakers and the Royal Poinciana i n  Palm Beach i n  

the  l a t e  1890s. 

I n  1900 Judge Heyser conveyed the  R i v i e r a  Hote l  

Place t o  Ashton H. Cary, a Georgia doctor, i n  

exchange f o r  complete ownership o f  some p rope r t y  

which they had owned j o i n t l y .  Cary i m d i a t e l y  

put  t h e  h o t e l  p roper ty  up f o r  sa le.  

CHARLES N. NEWCOMB ENVISIONS RIVIERA AS A RESORT 

COMMUNITY 

Charles N. Newcomb, s c i e n t i s t ,  i nven to r  and 

wealthy manufacturer from Davenport. Iowa, spent , 
several w in te rs  i n  Palm Beach i n  t h e  l a t e  1890s. 

Newcomb and h i s  f a m i l y  stayed a t  the  Royal Poinciana 

and made excursions by boat  t o  af ternoon teas a t  

the R i v i e r a  Hotel ,  then under t h e  management of a 

fam i l y  named Stone. Mrs. Newcomb was e s p e c i a l l y  

taken w i t h  the  view o f  Lake Worth from t h e  ho te l .  

I n  1901 Newcomb bought t h e  ho te l ,  which had by 

then been c losed f o r  several  seasons and was some- 

what i n  d i s repa i r .  f rom Dr. Cary. I n  1902 o r  1903, 

a f t e r  the  h o t e l  had been remodeled as a p r i v a t e  

home, the Newcombs began spending the w in te rs  there.  

The l a k e f r o n t  a t  t h a t  t ime was swampy. Newcomb 

invented a dredging device and f i l l e d  the  swampy 

area w i t h  sand. Extensive landscaping was c a r r i e d  

ou t  w i t h  26 v a r i e t i e s  o f  f r u i t  t rees  p lan ted  on t h e  

r o l l i n g  lawns. Newcomb c a l l e d  the  house "R iv ie ra"  

12 



3. Although t h i s  p l a t  was f i l e d  i n  Palm Beach County 
i n  1910, i t  was recorded w i th  Dade County e a r l i e r  
and r e f l e c t s  landownership i n  1900 j u s t  before C. N. 
Newcomb purchased the R iv ie ra  Hotel Place. 



4. "The R i v i e r a , "  summer home o f  C. N .  Newcomb, 1904. 

( f n r m e r l y  t h e  Oak Lawn H o t e l  ) 

5 .  "The R i v i e r a , "  1906. Observa to ry  and po rch  added. 

6. View o f  Lake Worth from t h e  o b s e r v a t o r y ,  1906. 



and t h e  name was spe l l ed  o u t  on the f r o n t  lawn i n  

wh i te  conch she l l s .  

Charles Newcomb knew Henry F l a g l e r  and when 

the  r a i l r o a d  magnate's "houseboat," a  two s t o r y  

clubhouse on p i l i n g s  loca ted on t h e  lakeshore on 

Singer Is land,  needed r e p a i r s  one season, F l a g l e r  

arranged t o  use "Riviera." The Newcombs spent 

t h e  w i n t e r  a t  the  Breakers i n  Palm Beach w h i l e  

F l a g l e r  and h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  f r iends ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  Vanderbi l ts ,  t h e  Astors and Andrew Carnegie. 

enjoyed p a r t i e s  and af ternoon teas a t  "Riv iera."  

Around 1910 Newcomb purchased about 200 acres 

o f  land t o  the  west o f  h i s  o r i g i n a l  p roper ty .  He 

be l ieved R i v i e r a  would make a f i n e  s i t e  f o r  a 

r e s o r t  community f o r  w i n t e r  resSdents from t h e  

nor th .  He had the  s i t e ,  which s t re tched from 

Lake Worth on the  eas t  t o  j u s t  west o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  

East Coast Ra i l road t racks  and from what i s  now 

14th  S t ree t  on the  n o r t h  t o  what i s  now 10th  S t ree t  

on t h e  south, p l a t t e d  and surveyed. - The p l a t ,  

which was f i l e d  i n  1913, was t h e  f i r s t  recorded 

evidence o f  an attempt t o  a t t r a c t  res iden ts  i n  

numbers t o  the  R i v i e r a  area. 

Charles Newcomb's dreams f o r  R i v i e r a  were 

never t o  be f u l l y  rea l i zed .  As can be seen from 

the  e labora te  drawing he comnissioned and from 

the  p l a t .  Newcomb envis ioned a grand h o t e l  on Lake 

Worth a t  Sherman's P o i n t  and the  conversion of h i s  

own home i n t o  a c l u b  house f o r  t h e  new r e s o r t  









community. A b r i dge  was shown l i n k i n g  R i v i e r a  

w i t h  Palm Beach where Peanut I s l and  and the  I n l e t  

a re  now. A small park was planned on Lake Worth 

and a l a r g e r  one, Osceola Park, surrounding Lake 

Ed i th  and Lake George was planned f o r  t h e  west s ide  

where R i v i e r a  Beach Elementary School now stands. 

The town s i t e  was c leared and s t r e e t s  were l a i d  

out ,  paved w i t h  oys te r  s h e l l s  and named according 

t o  Newcomb's p lan.  The main nor th-south s t r e e t  was 

named Montreal (now North Broadway) because i t  was 

p a r t  o f  t h e  major highway which ran  from Montreal. 

Quebec, t o  Key West. 

The house i n  which Miss E d i t h  L. Newcomb now 

l i v e s ,  a t  21 13 th  S t r e e t  West, o r i g i n a l l y  was b u i l t  

as a model t o  show t h e  type o f  bungalow t h a t  t h e  

r e s o r t  comuni  t y  would conta in.  

During 1913 a se r ies  o f  auct ions was he ld  t o  

s e l l  the  moderately p r i c e d  l o t s .  The February 27, 

1913, issue o f  "Trop ica l  Sun" quotes C. D. Hinson, 

an a s s i s t a n t  t o  M r .  Newcomb, as r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  

" land sales a t  R i v i e r a  have been moving a long 

n i c e l y  under the  ab le  management o f  auct ioneer 

W i l l  ingham, something i n  excess o f  $25,000 having 

a l ready been taken i n . "  

When Dorothy Halsey, a widow, came t o  R i v i e r a  

w i t h  her  young daughter o f  the  same name i n  1913. 

t he re  were 30 f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n  the  o r i g i n a l  town 

s i t e  who had purchased t h e i r  land i n  t h e  auct ions.  

That year  Charles Newcomb b u i l t  a house f o r  t h e  



Halsey's a t  the corner of Commercial and 13th 

Street. Mrs. Halsey operated the f i r s t  grocery 

store in town from th i s  house, the Riviera Cash 

Grocery. She also had the only gas pump i n  town 

a n d  in 1915 she opened a post off ice .  I t  had 

taken Mrs. Halsey a year t o  get the necessary 30 

signatures on the pet i t ion required by the federal 

government to  es tabl ish the post off ice .  She 

served as postmistress, volunteering the use of 

her grocery store-home for  the post o f f ice  without 

pay. This building stood unt i l  recently a t  444 W. 

13th S t ree t .  There was no mail delivery and every- 

or,e came t o  the post o f f ice  to  pick up t h e i r  mail. 

From 1918 to 1919 the post o f f ice  was closed and 

i t s  services were transferred t o  West Palm Beach, 

b u t  in December of 1919 Mrs. Halsey reopened i t  and 

served as postmistress unti 1 1926. 
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10. Fishing boats docked behind the Acme Fish Co., 
E 20th S t .  

/ 11. S i t e  of the old Palm Beach In l e t  near the  
I Hilton Inn, Singer Island. (Arrow marks i n l e t . )  

I 
I 
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RIVIERA: THE FISHING VILLAGE 

F ish ing  has always been an important  a c t i v i t y  

i n  the  R i v i e r a  Beach area. Both Lake Worth and the  

Gu l f  Stream o f f  Singer I s l a n d  o f f e r e d  e x c e l l e n t  

f i s h i n g .  I n  the  1880s and 90s t h i s  was one o f  the 

a t t r a c t i o n s  t h a t  drew t h e  f i r s t  t o u r i s t s  t o  Oak 

Lawn. For years commercial f ishermen from the  

Bahamas had been f i s h i n g  the  waters o f f  S inger  

Is land.  Sometime before the  F i r s t  World War, a 

colony o f  fishermen s e t t l e d  as squat ters on the  

i s l and .  A t  f i r s t  they stayed on l y  dur ing  t h e  

f i s h i n g  season and re turned t o  the  Bahamas i n  

the  summer. The Bahamian fishermen were c a l l e d  

"conchs." as they s t i l l  a re  i n  the Keys, and 

R i v i e r a  was f o r  many years nicknamed "Conch Town." 

T. Leonard G r i f f i n  l e f t  the Bahamas i n  1912 

t o  j o i n  the  f i s h i n g  colony on Singer I s l and .  He 

l i v e s  today i n  R i v i e r a  Beach, and says t h a t  by 

1910 there  were 12 t o  25 men squat t ing  on t h e  

i s l a n d  i n  the  w in te r .  They b u i l t  shacks t o  l i v e  

i n  and l a t e r  were j o i n e d  by t h e j r  f a m i l i e s .  By 

1914 there  was a smal l  Pentecostal  church and a 

school on the is land;  a Mrs. Johnson was the  

teacher. 

Some names o f  these f a m i l i e s  were: Moree, 

Pinder, Knowles, and G r i f f i n .  Many o f  t h e i r  

descendants s t i l l  l i v e  i n  R i v i e r b  Beach. 



While some fishermen l i v e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  y e a r  

round, many fo l lowed t h e  f l s h i n g .  Mr .  G r i f f i n  

f i shed i n  Connect icut some sumners and s a i d  many 

commercial f ishermen from New Jersey came t o  

R i v i e r a  i n  the  w in ter .  

I n  the  e a r l y  years the  f i s h  had t o  be taken 

by boat t o  t h e  f i s h  houses i n  West Palm Beach. 

About 1919 Charles Newcomb gave t h e  F l o r i d a  East 

Coast Ra i l road use o f  some p rope r t y  on which t o  

cons t ruc t  a  load ing  p l a t f o r m  f o r  the  shipment 'of 

f i s h .  A b a r r e l  f a c t o r y  a l s o  was establ ished.  The 

f i s h  were iced, placed i n  wooden b a r r e l s  and shipped 

by r e f r i g e r a t e d  r a i l r o a d  cars t o  Ful t o n ' s  F i sh  

Market i n  New York City. By t h e  1920s R i v i e r a  was 

one o f  the l a r g e s t  sh ipp ing  po in t s  f o r  f i s h  on t h e  

eas t  coast o f  F lo r ida .  Three f i s h  houses were b u i l t  

i n  R iv ie ra  i n  t h e  20s: R. R. Ricou and Sons. 

Richardson's and t h e  R i v i e r a  F i sh  Company. 

Around 1919 the  f i s h i n g  f a m i l i e s  l e f t  S inger  

I s l a n d  t o  j o i n  o the r  f ishermen on t h e  mainland. 

- This  was due e i t h e r  t o  pressure from t h e  landowners 

on the  i s l and ,  t o  the  1919 hur r icane o r  t o  a t t r a c -  

t i o n s  o f  subd iv is ions  i n  R i v i e r a  t h a t  were be ing  

developed f o r  them. By 1922 t h e r e  were 75 comer -  

c ia1  f i s h i n g  f a m i l i e s  i n  R iv ie ra ,  many o f  whom were 

.ac t ive  i n  g e t t i n g  the  town incorporated t h a t  year .  
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THE DEVELOPMENT AND INCORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF 

RIVIERA 

t 
When t h e  Lake Worth I n l e t  D i s t r i c t  was created 

J by t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1915 and t h e  s i t e  o f  

t h e  present  i n l e t  and harbor  was establ ished,  spec- 

u l a t i o n  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  became a c t i v e  and several  

subd iv is ions  were l a i d  out .  

Charles Newcomb's p l a t  and $a le  o f  l o t s  i n  the  .'. 
town s i t e  i n  1913 was, as prev ious ly  noted, t h e  

f i r s t  at tempt t o  a t t r a c t  a l a r g e  number o f  res idents  

t o  R iv ie ra .  Newcomb cont inued t o  s e l l  l o t s  i n  the 

town s i t e  i n t o  the  mid-twenties. 

I n  1914 Wi l l i am Tay lo r  f i l e d  a p l a t  f o r  a 

subd iv i s ion  i n  sec t i on  32, west o f  the  o r i g i n a l  

town s i t e  on what i s  now West 8 t h  S t ree t .  Th is  

was s e t t l e d  by several  b lack  fam i l i es .  I n  1916 

Acrehome Park, a l so  on t h e  west side, was developed 

by George C. C u r r i e  as a b lack  subd iv is ion .  The 

name "Acrehome" came from the  f a c t  t h a t  the  l o t s  

were each one acre. 

Also i n  1916 G. W. Bingham o f  West Palm Beach 

developed Coconut Lodge j u s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ' 
town s i t e  (between 20th and 23rd St ree ts  on the  

eas t  s ide  o f  Broadway). I n l e t  Grove between 

Coconut Lodge and R i v i e r a  was developed by Wyse 

Per ry  i n  1917. I n l e t  City west o f  I n l e t  Grove was 

a l s o  a Perry Rea l ty  p r o j e c t  developed i n  1918. 



1 2 , P o s t m i s t r e s s  Halsey and h e r  mother  Mrs. Moore a t  
Andersen 's  A l l i g a t o r  and O s t r i c h  Farm, 1922. The 
amusement was owned by  C h a r l i e  Kennedy and l o c a t e d  
on Mon t rea l  (N.  Broadway) between Mound Ave. (E.12th 
S t . )  and Grand B lvd .  ( E . l l t h  S t . ) .  

13. Town o f f i c i a l s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  Newcomb house, 
l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  B. D. Ke r r ,  C a r l  A. Smith,  V i r g i l  R. 
S t r a i n ,  Mayor P e t e r  B j e r r e h u s ,  E. L .  Hudne l l ,  Henry 
Weichmann and A. M. Hunter .  



Sant ry 's  subd iv is ion  a t  Sherman's Po in t  was 

p l a t t e d  i n  1921 by Frank T. Santry. Coconut 

Grove. I n l e t  Grove, I n l e t  City and Sant ry 's  sub- 

d i v i s i o n  were s e t t l e d  by Bahamian fishermen, both 

those moving from Singer I s l a n d  and West Palm Beach 

and o thers  d i r e c t l y  from the  Bahamas. 

Monroe Heights i n  s e c t i o n  29 on the west s ide  

was developed by A .  0. Greynolds and M. B. Monroe 

i n  1925. It o r i g i n a l l y  was planned as a  Danish 

set t lement .  Northview i n  nor theas t  R i v i e r a  was 

developed i n  1925 by t h e  Northview Rea l ty  Company, 

whose pres ident  was H. C .  Fugate. 

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  these developers a t t r a c t e d  

buyers, and al though many o f  the  l o t s  were bought 

f o r  speculat ion, a  number o f  homes were b u i l t .  

During the summer o f  1922, rumors spread t h a t  

West Palm Beach in tended t o  incorpora te  R iv ie ra .  

To prevent the take-over, R i v i e r a  res idents  he ld  

a  mass meeting a t  the  p u b l i c  schoolhouse i n  August 

1922, t o  s e t  up i nco rpo ra t i on  proceedings of t h e i r  

own. On September 29, 1922, 26 q u a l i f i e d  voters 

met a t  t h e  school and decided by a  vote o f  17 t o  

9  t o  incorpora te  as the  Town o f  R iv ie ra .  L .  S .  

Sco t t  was e lec ted  mayor; Charles N. Newcomb; clerk;: 

B. D. Kerr,  marshal1 ; and Henry Weichman, A.  P. 

Brodeur, Fred Nelson, E r r i c  Soderberg, and Henry 

Z i l l ,  councilmen. The proceedings were f i l e d  i n  

the  o f f i c e  o f  the  C lerk  o f  the  Palm Beach County 



- C i r c u i t  Court on October 23. 1922. 

On June 1. 1923 the  town was re- incorpora ted  

under a s t a t e  cha r te r  and a spec ia l  e l e c t i o n  was 

he ld  on J u l y  19, 1923, i n  which B. D. Kerr  defeated 

L. S.  Sco t t  f o r  the o f f i c e  o f  mayor. B. F. Perry, 

Jr . ,  was e lec ted  c l e r k ;  J. B. Stewart, marshal1 and 

tax  c o l l e c t o r ;  and George W. Moree, G. S. Richardson, 

S .  0. Kahler. E r r i c  Soderberg and Henry Weichman, 

councilmen. The e l e c t i o n  was h e l d  a t  Car lson 's  

Store and 70 persons voted. 

The Aquarium B u i l d i n g  on Broadway between 11th  

and 12th St ree ts  was used as a town h a l l  u n t i l  1925 

when a new one was b u i l t  a t  what i s  now Avenue E 

and 14th S t ree t .  The vo lun teer  f i r e  department, 

s t a r t e d  i n  1926, was headquartered i n  the  new town 

h a l l  i n  1927. The f i remen r a i s e d  money t o  buy t h e i r  

own equipment and t o  conver t  a t r u c k  i n t o  a f i r e  

engine. 

R iv ie ra ,  l i k e  o ther  South F l o r i d a  c i t i e s ,  had 

h igh  hopes f o r  development i n  the  mid-twenties. 

J. Wadsworth Traven i n  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  Beaut i fu l  

Palm Be-ach County, w r i t t e n  i n  1927, predic ted:  

" R i v i e r a ' s  f u t u r e  i s  assured f o r  i t  has a comnercial 
p o r t  and harbor  o f  the  g rea tes t  importance, w i t h  
sp lend id  r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  and a ba'ck country  t h a t  
w i l l  as ton ish  the  wor ld  w i t h  i t s  products. With 
these advantages, i n d u s t r y  cannot be denied and 
f a c t o r i e s  are  bound t o  come. Homes w i l l  f o l l o w ,  
then s to res  and i n  a few years we v i s i o n  sky-scrapers 
f o r  the l i t t l e  g i a n t  c i ty - -R iv ie ra . "  

The 1928 hurr icane. which destroyed Kelsey City, 



R i v i e r a ' s  neighbor t o  the nor th,  wiped o u t  the  

Sherman P o i n t B r i d g e  t o  Singer I s l a n d  and damaged 

much proper ty  i n  R iv ie ra .  Two hundred e i g h t y - f i v e  

homes were completely destroyed and 272 were un- 

roofed. Few b u i l d i n g s  i n  town escaped some damage. 

The town counc i l  deput ized res idents t o  prevent  

l o o t i n g  i n  damaged homes and businesses. 

More d e s t r u c t i v e  than the  hur r icane t o  R i v i e r a ' s  

hopes was the  co l l apse  of the  l and  boom i n  South 

F l o r i d a  and the onset o f  t h e  Great Depression. The 

promise Traven saw i n  R i v i e r a  was n o t  t o  be f u l f i l l -  

ed f o r  many years. 

Howard Funeral Home 

2730 Broadway 
William N. Howard, L.F.D. Riviera Beach, Florida 33404 

Herber? J. Young, L.F.D. (305) 848-964 i 



Water Glades, o n  Singer Island, 
joins wi th  great pride in the 
Bicentennial Celebration o f  

Riviera Beach. 

There is n o  more perfect place t o  live. 

w 
Water Glades. 5540 North Ocean I )rive Singer Island. Florida 33404 



P a r i s  S i n g e r ,  1867- 
1932 

"a s t r a n g e ,  s i l e n t  man, 

a  man o f  g r e a t  imag i -  

n a t i o n  o f t e n  i n  excess 

o f  p r a c t i c a l  common 

sense. " 

O b i t u a r y  i n  Palm Beach 
P o s t  6-25-32. 

PARIS SINGER AND HIS ISLAND 

The c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  South F l o r i d a  l a n d  boom i n  

1927 a l s o  b r o u g h t  t o  g r i e f  t h e  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n s  o f  

e c c e n t r i c  m i l l i o n a i r e  P a r i s  S i n g e r  f o r  t h e  deve lop-  

ment o f  t h e  sandy s t r i p  o f  l a n d  now known as S i n g e r  

I s l a n d .  

P a r i s  S inger ,  t h e  famous deve loper  o f  Palm 

Beach and t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  Everg lades Club,  was 

t h e  23 rd  and n e x t  t o  t h e  l a s t  c h i l d  o f  I s a a c  M e r r i t t  

S i n g e r ,  t h e  sewing machine m i l l i o n a i r e .  Most o f  h i s  

l i f e  was spen t  i n  England o r  Europe, b u t  i n  1917 he 

v i s i t e d  F l o r i d a  and purchased a home i n  Palm Beach. 

Wi th  Addison M izener  as h i s  pe rsona l  a r c h i t e c t ,  he 

c r e a t e d  Palm Beach as we know i t  today  w i t h  i t s  

Spanish a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  p i c t u r e s q u e  s t r e e t s  and 



SINGER ISLAND 
NATIONA L BAN K 

'Where Saving is A Pleasure' 
Deposits credited instantly. (No delay in posting) 

8 Instant transfers from savings to checking. 

8 All savings account transactions reported also on 
your monthly checking account statement. 

1215 The Plaza, Singer Island, Florida 

Yh. W5-1000 

AN INDEPENDENT BANK. MEMBER F.D.I.C. AM) PEDERAL RESERVESYSTEM 

Mobile Home Insurance 

INSURING 
MOBILE 8 MODULAR HOMES 

13th 6 AVE. "E" . RlVlERA BEACH. FLORIDA 33404 

32 



expens ive shops. 

S i n g e r ' s  l a s t  g r e a t  development was t o  t a k e  

p l a c e  on t h e  nar row s t r i p  o f  l a n d  separa ted  f r o m  

Palm Beach b y  t h e  i n l e t  and f rom R i v i e r a  by Lake 

Worth. S inger ,  a g a i n  w i t h  Mizener  as h i s  a r c h i t e c t ,  

dreamed o f  t u r n i n g  t h e  i s l a n d  i n t o  an e x c l u s i v e  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  Palm Beach. On t h e  n o r t h  end o f  t h e  

i s l a n d  he p lanned t o  b u i l d  t h e  B l u e  Heron H o t e l ,  

a  t y p i c a l  r e s o r t  h o t e l ,  and on t h e  sou th  end t h e  

s u p e r - l u x u r i o u s  P a r i s  S i n g e r  H o t e l .  A g o l f  course 

was t o  be l a i d  o u t  between t h e  two h o t e l s .  A l l  

t h i s  was t o  be f i n a n c e d  by t h e  promot ion and s a l e  

o f  a  number o f  h i g h l y  p r i c e d  l o t s  on t h e  i s l a n d .  

P lans had t o  be changed a lmost  immed ia te ly ,  

however, when S i n g e r  had t r o u b l e  c l e a r i n g  t h e  

t i t l e  on t h e  n o r t h  end p r o p e r t y .  T h i s  and f i n a n -  

c i a l  problems caused h im t o  b u i l d  o n l y  one h o t e l ,  

t h e  l u x u r i o u s  B lue  Heron on t h e  sou th  end o f  t h e  

i s l a n d .  

S i n g e r  had hoped t o  l i n k  t h e  i s l a n d  t o  Palm 

Beach e i t h e r  by a  s e r i e s  o f  h i g h - r i s e  b r i d g e s  o r  

b y  a  t u n n e l  under t h e  i n l e t .  Both Palm Beach and 

R i v i e r a  opposed these  p l a n s  and t h e  U. S. War 

Department re fused permiss ion .  Ins tead ,  Palm 

Beach County i n  1925 b u i l t  a  wooden b r i d g e  ac ross  

Lake Worth l i n k i n g  S i n g e r  I s l a n d  t o  R i v i e r a .  

S i n g e r  h imse l f  purchased t h e  bond i s s u e  f o r  t h e  

b r i d g e .  I t  was c a l l e d  t h e  Sherman P o i n t  B r idge .  



15.Wooden bridge t o  Singer  I s land .  Photo was taken 
in 1935 a f t e r  the  br idge ,  which had been destroyed 
in t h e  1928 hurr icane ,  was f i n a l l y  r e b u i l t .  

1 16. The Blue Heron Hotel on Singer Is land near  where 
t h e  Holiday Inn now s t ands ,  1935. 



It was destroyed i n  t h e  1928 hur r icane and n o t  

r e b u i l t  u n t i l  -1935. 

The Blue Heron Hote l  o r i g i n a l l y  was scheduled 

t o  open i n  1925. An i n d i c a t i o n  o f  S inger 's  

c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  the  h o t e l  would open was h i s  

announcement t h a t  Christmas d inner  would be served 

there.  Carpeting, l i n e n s  and china were ordered 

and s tored i n  the f i n i shed  serv ice  wing, b u t  the  

Blue Heron was never t o  open. 

The co l lapse of the  r e a l  es ta te  boom embroiled 

Singer  i n  bond and mortgage problems. Payments on 

t h e  h igh-pr iced l o t s  stopped coming i n .  Pa r i s  

S inger 's  mother, i t  was rumored, refused t o  he lp  

him o u t  o f  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i t s .  Over 53  m i l l i o n  

a l ready  had been spent on a b u i l d i n g  t h a t  became 

known as "Singer 's  Fo l ly . "  an un f in ished seven 

s t o r y  s h e l l  which dominated the i s l a n d  f o r  years. 

The s t r u c t u r e  even tua l l y  passed i n t o  the hand o f  

the  A t l a n t i c ,  Gu l f  and P a c i f i c  Dredging Company 

who h e l d  the  mortgage. 

I n  1935 a young boy, Ralph Oenbrink, f e l l  t o  

h i s  death down an open s h a f t  w h i l e  p l a y i n g  w i t h  

companions i n  the  ho te l .  The town o f  Palm Beach . 

sought f o r  years t o  have the  s t r u c t u r e  razed, b u t  

the  task was considered hazardous. A guard was 

kept  on duty t o  prevent  another tragedy. 

I t was no t  u n t i l  1940 t h a t  demol i t ion  began. 

About 600 tons o f  scrap s t e e l  was salvaged from 



17. Dedication of the  c i t y  beach on Singer  I s l and ,  
1940. Lef t  t o  r i g h t  foreground: Jav Purim. L .  F 
Conerlv. Ryder S teen ,  Kenneth Nix, rbm west;  J .  J .  
powers- and- Virgi l  R .  . s t r a i n .  

18. Ward's Grocery and the  Riviera News a t  6903 
Dixie Highway ( N .  Broadway), 1943. 
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the  bu i l d ing .  Rumor had i t  t h a t  t h e  s t e e l  went 

t o  Japan on the  eve o f  World War Two. The f i n a l  

dynamit ing o f  the  Blue Heron Hote l  occurred some- 

t ime i n  the  mid-40s. There are several homes i n  

R i v i e r a  Beach b u i l t  completely w i t h  lumber, plumbing 

and t i l e  salvaged from Singer 's F o l l y .  

THE DEVELOPMENT OF R I V I E R A  BEACH 

During the  1930s and e a r l y  1940s R i v i e r a  

remained a r a t h e r  sleepy small town supported main ly  

by the commercial f i s h i n g  i ndus t r y  and tourism. 

Residents who 1 i v e d  here du r ing  those years r e c a l l  

t h a t  the  res idents  o f  West Palm Beach looked upon 

R i v i e r a  as a backward comnunity and r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  

as (;'conch Town." 

F l o r i d a :  a Guide t o  t h e  Southernmost State, 

compiled by the Federal W r i t e r s l . P r o j e c t  dur ing  the  

Depression, describes R i v i e r a  i n  the 30s w i t h  a 

popu la t ion  o f  811: 

"The main s t r e e t  i s  l i n e d  with..stores, souvenir 
stands, jooks, f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  and a pos t  o f f i ce .  
Along the  l a k e f r o n t  a r e  f i s h  houses, boat sheds, . 
n e t  racks and wharves. Here l i v e  a colony of 
Conchs, so named f o r  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  s h e l l  f i s h  
they ea t  ... The men are  fishermen; the  women and 
c h i l d r e n  weave n a t i v e  palmet to i n t o  baskets, rugs, 
purses and headbands and fash ion  f i s h  scales i n t o  
t r i n k e t s ,  d e l i c a t e  ornaments and a r t i f i c i a l  f lowers 
f o r  sa le  t o  t o u r i s t s . "  

During the e a r l y  30s many l o t s  belonging t o  
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! owners who c o u l d n ' t  pay s p e c i a l  assessments f o r  

s t r e e t s  and s idewa lks  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  boom were 

s o l d  a t  a u c t i o n  b y  t h e  town; however, no homes 

were l o s t  because o f  these t a x  l i e n s .  

A f t e r  t h e  e a r l y  1940s R i v i e r a  began t o  

exper ience  marked growth.  The p o p u l a t i o n  jumped 

f rom 1,981 t o  4,065, an i n c r e a s e  o f  104.9%, f r o m  

1940 t o  1950. I n  1940 t h e  town purchased 1,000 

f e e t  o f  beach on S i n g e r  I s l a n d  f o r  $40,000. T h i s  

l e d  t o  t h e  f u r t h e r  growth o f  t o u r i s m  i n  R i v i e r a  

and e v e n t u a l l y  t o  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  sou th  

I end o f  S i n g e r  I s l a n d  ( e x c l u d i n g  Palm Beach Shores) .  

I n  1941 t h e  town changed i t s  name t o  R i v i e r a  Beach. 

I n  1949 t h e  wooden b r i d g e  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  was r e p l a c e d  

w i t h  a  cement and s t e e l  b r i d g e .  

19. R i v i e r a  Gospel H a l l  a t  W. 1 5 t h  S t .  and Ave. E 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  40s. 
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The 1950s-brought increased growth t o  R i v i e r a  

Beach; t h e q o p u l a t i o n  grew t o  l3,934,_a~whopp~ng 

221.2%. ~ ~- inxeas-e from 1950 t o  1960. The development 

byJFnk J. Lewis o f  an i n d u s t r i a l  park a t  Old 

D i x i e  Highway a n d s l u e  Heron Boulevard a t t r a c t e d  -. - -~ 
l i g h t  indus t ry .  S inger  I s l a n d  began t o  develop as 

a r e s o r t  area o f  h o t e l s  and condominiums drawing 

many w i n t e r  res idents  t o  the  area. I n  1959 the  

town o f  R i  .- v ie ra  Beach o f f i c i a l l y  became-the C i t y  

o f  R i v i e r a  Beach. The c i t y  b u i l t  a new p o l i c e  ---- 
s t a t i o n ,  l i b r a r y  and rec rea t i on  h a l l s  and p u t  i n t o  

opera t ion  a water treatment system. 

During the 1960s popu la t ion  growth slowed, 

al though the increase o f  64 percent was more than 

double the  r a t e  o f  increase i n  the  county as a 

whole. B G 7 0  the-population-was - - - 21,401, -and the 

est imated popu la t ion  f o r  1976 var ies  from 26,000 

The '50s and '60s a l s o  saw a marked change i n  

the  r a c i a l  composit ion o f  the c i t y .  The b lack 

populat ion,  always an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  commu- 

n i t y ,  increased f r o ~ 2 3 -  percent i n  1950 t o  52,9 

percent  i n  1970. The f i r s t  b lack councilman, 

F. Malcolm Cunningham, was e lec ted  i n  1962. 

Nineteen seventv -c ix  t h e  b icentenn ia l  year  i s  

s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  R i v i e r a  Beach as w e l l  as f o r  the 

n a t i o n  s ince  i t  b r ings  the  complet ion o f  the new 

Blue Heron Br idge t o  Singer Is land,  the  widening 



and l a n d s c a p i n g  o f  B l u e  Heron Boulevard,  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  an a t t r a c t i v e  boardwalk and t h e  

development o f  t h e  Ocean M a l l  a t  t h e  c i t y  beach, 

and t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  Park a t  

Avenue C between 1 4 t h  and 1 5 t h  S t r e e t s .  

The B i c e n t e n n i a l  Park has been t h e  main 

p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  Commission o f  R i v i e r a  

Beach. I t  i s  s i n g u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e  

pa rk  shou ld  be l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  o l d  town s i t e  

a l o n g  t h e  l a k e f r o n t  where Char les  Newcomb i n t e n d e d  

a  p a r k  t o  be o v e r  60 y e a r s  ago. Proceeds f r o m  

t h e  s a l e  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  

development o f  t h e  pa rk .  

20. B i c e n t e n n i a l  Park a t  Ave. C and 1 4 t h  S t .  
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A HISTORY OF THE EARLY SCHOOLS IN RIVIERA BEACH 

The f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  o f  the  R i v i e r a  area, then 

c a l l e d  Oak Lawn, sent  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  school i n  

Mangonia, a community t o  the  south o f  R i v i e r a  around 

what i s  now 47th S t r e e t  i n  the'#orthwood sec t i on  o f  

West Palm Beach. Th is  "Westside School House" was 

l oca ted  on the  l a k e f r o n t  and i n  use before  1891. 

The September 30. 1891, i ssue o f  "The T rop i ca l  Sun" 

repo r t s  t h e  beginning o f  the  w i n t e r  session and t h a t  

Rev. Emnanuel Heyser o f  Oak Lawn would serve as 

teacher. 

I n  June, 1895, a group o f  "co lored c i t i z e n s  i n  

the  v i c i n i t y  o f  R i v ie ra "  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  county - 
school board f o r  a school house-, The group o f f e r e d  

t o  donate a qua r te r  acre o f  l and  f o r  t h a t  purpose. 

The o f f e r  o f  land was e v i d e n t l y  n o t  accepted, b u t  i n  

Sept. 1895, the  school board o f f e r e d  t o  p lace  a 

teacher a t  R i v i e r a  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p e t i -  

t i o n e r s  f i n d  a s u i t a b l e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  use as a school. 

The school board minutes f o r  January 7. 1896. 

notes t h a t  19 p u p i l s  were a t tend ing  t h e  R i v i e r a  

School. George S. Rowley was serv ing  as superinterr- 

dent and i n  March 1896 was replaced by  A. S. Knowles. 

I t  has no t  been determined where t h i s  school was 

loca ted o r  how long  i t  funct ioned. 

School board minutes do n o t  mention R i v i e r a  

again u n t i l  1911 when arrangements were discussed 
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f o r  t ranspor t i ng  a few p u p i l s  from R i v i e r a  by 

wagon t o  the  West Palm Beach school. 

I n  June 1918 a de legat ion  from " the community 

near Lake Worth I n l e t "  requested a school f o r  the  

20 c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  i n  the  area. They were t o l d  a 

teacher would be suppl ied i f  they cou ld  secure a 

b u i l d i n g  f o r  use as a school house. The school 

seems t o  have been es tab l ished and may have been 

the one thought t o  have e x i s t e d  on Singer Is land.  

W. G. Knowles i s  l i s t e d  i n  the  school board minutes 

as the  attendance o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  I n l e t  school i n  

1919. 
I 

I n  September, 1921, a de legat ion  from R i v i e r a  

asked f o r  the  establ ishment of a school i n  I n l e t  

Grove. A l o t  f o r  t h i s  school was o f f e r e d  by the  

Perry Rea l ty  Company. The I n l e t  Grove School was 

f i n i s h e d  by October, 1921. I t was a one-room 

wooden school house which stood on the  northwest 

corner  o f  what i s  now 15th S t r e e t  and Avenue E. 

A l l  grades were taught  by one teacher. 

Again i n  March, 1924, a de legat ion  from R i v i e r a  

approached the  school board. They reminded t h e  

board t h a t  several years e a r l i e r ,  C. N. Newcomb had 

o f f e r e d  t o  donate f i v e  l o t s  on what i s  now 12th 

S t ree t  and Avenue E f o r  a school s i t e .  They s t a t e d  

there were 25 c h i l d r e n  ready f o r  school i n  R iv ie ra .  

The board voted t o  accept t h e  M r .  Newcombs' o f f e r  

.and i n  June, 1925, p re l im ina ry  plans f o r  t h e  R i v i e r a  
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School were approved. The R i v i e r a  School was a 

one-story stu-cco b u i l d i n g .  Mrs. Hazel Nordin was 

appointed p r i n c i p a l  i n  November, 1927. By 1928 

R i v i e r a  School had f i v e  teachers and 170 pup i ls .  

Sometime a f t e r  1928 a second s t o r y  was added and 

t h e  b u i l d i n g  now serves as p a r t  o f  R i v i e r a  Beach 

Elementary School. A f t e r  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  the 

R i v i e r a  School, t h e  I n l e t  Grove School was used 

f o r  t h e  pr imary grades, f o r  comnunity purposes and 

f o r  the  serv ices o f  several  l o c a l  churches u n t i l  

i t  was destroyed i n  t h e  1928 hurr icane.  . 
From school board minutes i t  appears t h a t  a 

school was a l s o  es tab l ished about t h i s  t ime i n  the  

Aquarium B u i l d i n g  on Broadway between 11 th  and 12th 

St ree ts  which a l so  served as the  f i r s t  town h a l l .  

R i v i e r a  c h i l d r e n  who had been a t tend ing  elementary 

school i n  Kelsey C i t y  (Lake Park) were t r a n s f e r r e d  

t o  " the  school t o  be opened i n  the-Town , H a l l  

beginning January 4, 1926." 

2 1 . The R i  v i e ra  School, 1924. 
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PORT OF PALM BEACH 

The Por t  o f  Palm Beach p lays an important  r o l e  

i n  t h e  economy o f  R i v i e r a  Beach and Palm Beach County. 

Thepn-ame i n t o  being i n  1915 when the  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  created a spec ia l  t a x i n g  d i s t r i c t  known 

as t h e  Lake Worth I n l e t  D i s t r i c t ,  f o r  t h e  purpose 

o f  dredging a channel t o  the  ocean and cons t ruc t i ng  

a harbor  and dock f a c i l i t i e s .  The survey t o  l o c a t e  

the  channel was conducted by 1sha'm Randolph, a c i v i l  

engineer famed f o r  having reversed the  course o f  the  

Chicago River .  The f i r s t  Po r t  Comnissioners. 

Dr. H. C. Hood, G .  L. Gray. and E. E. Geer were 

e lec ted  by county res iden ts  i n  August 1915. I n  

August 1916, a bond issue f o r  $200,000 t o  dredge 

the  i n l e t  was approved. Randolph proposed the  

l o c a t i o n  o f  the  present i n l e t ;  two smal l  j e t t i e s  

were b u i l t  and the i n l e t  dredged t o  a depth o f  4 

f e e t  a t  low t i d e .  Nineteen seventeen saw t h e  f i r s t  

smal l  schooners e n t e r  p o r t  c a r r y i n g  a few tons of 

f r e i g h t  from the  is lands .  Constant shoal ing,  

however, prevented l a r g e  ships from us ing  the  p o r t .  

A second bond issue was passed t n  1920 and i n  

1921 the  Andersen Dredging Company's d r i  11 boat 

"Hercules" began deepening the  channel. The 

Waldeck-Deal dredging f i r m  from Miami took over  

t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  1923. 

The i n l e t  was deepened t o  16 f e e t  and the  



t u r n i n g  basin enlarged. A bulkhead, s l i p  and 

terminal f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  r a i l r o a d  and highway 

cannections was establ ished.  

I n  December, 1925, the  Lake Chelan. the  f i r s t  

oceangoing cargo ship, entered p o r t  and es tab l ished 

regu lar  serv ice.  

The a r r i v a l  o f  "The Mary Eleems ." the f i r s t  

passenger s h i p  t o  en te r  p o r t  on January 3, 1927, 

occasioned a ce leb ra t i on  i n  R iv ie ra ;  yachts, speed- 

boats and a i rp lanes  escor ted her  i n t o  the harbor  

and hundreds o f  res idents  gathered on the  p i e r  t o  

cheer Capt. W i l l i am D. Brooks. P i l o t  James Deal, 

Xason L. Weems Wil l iams, p res ident  o f  the  steamship 

conpany, and the a r r i v i n g  passengers and crew. The 

Mary Reems es tab l ished passenger se rv i ce  from the  

p o r t  t o  New York. The same w i n t e r  the  S. S. New 

Xorthland began passenger se rv i ce  t o  Nassau and 

Havana. 

A t  the  he igh t  o f  the  land boom i n  1926, General 

George Goethals b u i l d e r  of t h e  Panama Canal, was 

h i r e d  as consu l tan t  f o r  the  f u r t h e r  development o f  

the p o r t  

--sald and w W . a d j u s t _ z t a ~ . t e d  under General Goethals 

when the boom col lapsed; when the bank ho ld ing  p o r t  

funds f a i l e d .  the $3.5 m i l l i o n  was l o s t  and General 

Goethals p lans f o r  development o f  the  p o r t  were 

brought t o  a s t a n d s t i l l .  

  he' end o f  the  boom reduced the  p o r t  t o  a 

pieasure boat harbor w i t h  o n l y  t h e  Merchant and 



22,An oceangoing f r e i g h t e r  and a pleasure yach t  
ber thed i n  the Por t  o f  Palm Beach, 1928. 

Miners Transpor ta t ion  Company s t i l l  opera t ing  i t s  

weekly f r e i g h t  se rv i ce  along the  coast.  

The 1928 hur r icane d e a l t  the  p o r t  another blow. 

The September 19, 1928, i ssue o f  t h e  Palm Beach 

Post describes the scene l e f t  by the  hurr icane:  

"The i n l e t  te rmina l  docks were strewn w i t h  wreckage, 
b u t  though h a l f  the  p lank ing  o f  the docks was gone 
the p i e r  stood f i r m .  The Merchants and Miners 
o f f i c e  was p a r t i a l l y  i n t a c t ,  bu t  the  sheet i r o n  
sheds were a mass o f  wreckage. Although no o f f i c i a l  
check was made i t  was n o t  est imated t h a t  the  s l i p  
was damaged m a t e r i a l l y .  The tug'Moorehaven l a y  sunk 
w i t h i n  the  s l i p .  Another f reak  o f  the storm was 
noted where two new cars j u s t  a r r i v e d  from the  
nor thern  po in t s  stood unhurt  amidst warehouse 
wreckage. " 

The Merchants and Miners loaned t h e  p o r t  



560,000 t o  r e b u i l d  the warehouse and complete 

s l i p  $1. 

I n  1935 the federa l  government took over 

min tenance o f  the j e t t i e s  and channel, and dredged 

the i n l e t  t o  a depth o f  20 fee t .  

World War Two, which caused some p o r t s  t o  boom, 

c u r t a i l e d  use o f  the P o r t  o f  Palm Beach, which was 

no t  geographical ly  s i t u a t e d  t o  handle war goods 

and cou ld  n o t  accommodate the  new, l a r g e r  ships. 

I n  1946 the  West I n d i a  F r u i t  and Steamship 

Company, owned and operated by Dan Taylor ,  began 

car  f e r r y  se rv i ce  t o  Havana. The Old Grand  en, 
a Great Lakes f r e i g h t e r  r e b u i l t  t o  c a r r y  r a i l r o a d  

cars and f o u r  o the r  West I n d i a  f e r r i e s ,  increased 

p o r t  tonnage records. Terminat ion o f  t rade  w i t h  

Cuba i n  the  e a r l y  60s sharp ly  reduced p o r t  revenue. 

I n  1948 the channel was again deepened t o  

permi t  o i l  tankers t o  e n t e r  harbor.  The p o r t  was 

dredged t o  i t s  present depth o f  35 f e e t  i n  1967. 

It now serves as a te rmina l  f o r  t h e  expor t  o f  

general cargo, molasses, and f u r f u r a l ,  and the  

import  o f  bunker o i l ,  cement, newsprint and general 

cargo. Over 1,200 ships a r r i v e  and depart  each y e a r  

serv ing  p o r t s  i n  F lo r i da ,  the  Bahamas, the  Caribbean, 

South America, Europe and Japan. More than 1.2 

m i l l i o n  tons o f  cargo are  t ranspor ted  each year.  

The Por t  A u t h o r i t y  i s  soon t o  begin work on a 

-51.5 m i  1 l i o n  development p r o j e c t  i n  Layton 's  Park 
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bn the site where the Oak Lawn Hotel once stood. 

PEANUT ISLAND 

In 1918 spoil from the dredging of the new 
inlet was deposited on one of the shoals in the old 

inlet and a sand island created. It was briefly 
called Hood's Island in honor of Dr. H. C. Hood, 

the first chairman of the Port Commission. 

Picnickers arriving by boat took an immediate 

liking to it and had to be discouraged with "no 

trespassing" signs so that spoil could continue to 
be dumped without endangering lives. 

In the early 20s the island was known both 
as Inlet Island and Parker's Island. H. P. Parker. 

who is said to have worked at the Port, lived there 
at that time. 

There are two versions of how the name 
< - 

"Peanut Island" o r i g i w d ,  One is that a county - 
commissioner, Gus Jordahn, referred to the- island 

during a commission meeting "as not w o r t h w s . "  

The other version is that the W, H. Brown Pulp 

Company intended to start a-b 

Glade and to build a processing factorx on the 
island which would then be known as "Peanut Island." 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE RIVIERA BEACH VOTERS" LEAGUE 

BY Gertrude Bwney 

The R iv ie ra  Beach Voters'  League, a branch o f  

the  Palm Beach County Voters '  League, was organized 

i n  1952 by M r .  A r thu r  Brown. I n  1950 a housing 

development known as t h e  Veterans' p r o j e c t  was 

b u i l t .  The water supply was from a suppor t ing  we l l .  

Each residence was guaranteed a $2.50 p e r  month 

water  b i l l  by c i t y  counc i l  ordinance. By 1952 t h e  

water  b i l l s  had increased as much as $35 p e r  month. 

These i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  d is tu rbed c i t i z e n s  who decided 

t h a t  something must be done. Mass meetings were 

c a l l e d  a t  the  Pleasant Heights B a p t i s t  Church by 

M r .  Brown. From these meetings the  R i v i e r a  Beach 

Voters '  League came i n t o  being as a r e s u l t  o f  the  

merger o f  t h ree  groups. The f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  

were e lected:  President,  Ar thur  Brown; V ice  

President,  Henry McKenny; Secretary, Gertrude 

Burney; Ass i s tan t  Secretary, Emna Hudson; Treasurer, 

E the l  Harvey. An Execut ive Board was added: 

Chairman, C. C. Harvey; Co-chairman, C l i f f o r d  Carey; 

Secretary, Rosa Mack; Ass i s tan t  Secretary. E l i zabeth  

Danie ls .  

M r .  Brown t o l d  us t h a t  the  purpose o f  the  

Voters '  League was t o  organize p o l i t i c a l l y  and 

q u a l i f y  e lec to rs  who are  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  men and 

measures and the  general we l fa re  o f  the  c i t i z e n s  



- 
o f  the community. "You must l e t  you r  vo ice be 

heard a t  the p o l l s  w i t h  your  votes," he said. 

k'e co-ordinated the comnunity and each b lock had 

a captain. Persons were deput ized t o  work a t  the  

p o l l s .  

The I n l e t  C i t y  Progressive League had been 

organized i n  1944. Since i t s  members had grown 

o l d e r  and were unable t o  a t t e n d  meetings, Mrs. A l i c e  

Mathis, spokesman and secretary,  asked t h a t  the  

I n l e t  City Progressive League j o i n  w i t h  t h e  R i v i e r a  

Beach Voters '  League. I t was f e l t  t h a t  w i t h  t h e i r  

experience and our phys ica l  s t reng th  we would 6e 

ab le  t o  do a b e t t e r  j o b  together .  We merged i n  

u n i t y .  

We were then instr 'umental i n  g e t t i n g  the  c i t y  

c o n i s s i o n  t o  h i r e  blacks i n  var ious departments 

o f  the  c i t y  because we attended counc i l  meetings 

and made reconendat ions  t o  t h e  counc i l .  The 

whole c i t y  became concerned. 

I n  1961 we ran ou r  f i r s t  b lack  candidate f o r  

councilman, b u t  we were n o t  successful  u n t i l  1962 

when we were v i c t o r i o u s  i n  e l e c t i n g  a t to rney  

F. Malcolm Cunningham t o  the  counc i l .  When he was 

e lected,  the  c i t y  had separate f a c i l i t i e s ;  t h i s  

was changed immediately. We have cont inued t o  make 

progress i n  a l l  c i t y  funct ions.  We have e lec ted  

Bobbie Brooks the  f i r s t  b lack  mayor o f  R i v i e r a  

Beach, and th ree  b lack councilmen, James Jones, 



Henry Tay lor  and Claude ~ o l b e 6 t .  

We are  proud o f  t h e  leaders who have l e d  and 

served us i n  the  R i v i e r a  Beach Voters '  League. 

SOME PRESIDENTS AND VICE-PRESIDENTS: 

M r .  C. A. Applewhite 
M r .  Bobbie Brooks 
M r .  Ar thur  Brown 
M r .  F. Malcolm Cunningham 
M r .  T. B. Engram 
M r .  Charles N. Gainey 
A t  present M r .  George McClain 
M r .  Frank L. Sampson 

SECRETARIES : 

Present: Mrs. Gertrude Burney 
Howard Campbell 
Dessie C h r i s t i a n  
E l izabeth  Daniels 
Ethel  Engram 
Leola H. Graham 
Merry Her r ing  
Emma Hudson 
Rosa Mack 
A l i c e  Mathis 
V i o l e t  Renalds 
L i l l i e  P. Stanley 

TREASURERS: 

Mrs. F l o r i d a  Brown 
A t  present Mrs. L. E. Buie 
M r .  S. W .  Eagleton 
M r .  Louis G r i f f i n  
Mrs. E the l  Harvey 



' PAST PLANNl NG BOARD MEMBERS: 

Eddie and Mary Black 
Henry Burney 
Florence Carswell 
Louise Dawkins 
Michael Fa r r i ng ton  
Mr.  Emanuel Grubbs 
C. C. Harvey - Chairman 
M r .  8 M r s .  C u r t i s  Jacobs 
Rev. F loyd Keys 
Naomi Monroe 
Ar thur  Pettway 
C h r i s t i n e  Robinson 
Walter Stanley 
M r .  Tomnie Washington 
Anna Wealch 
Rev. Fred Wi l l iams 

PRESENT EXECUTIVE BOARD: 

F l o r i d a  Brown 
Louise E. Buie 
Mrs. Gertrude Burney 
Oessie C h r i s t i a n  
T. B. Engram 
Charles Gainey 
Merry Her r i ng  
Cornel ius Lawrence 
E l i zabe th  Lawrence 
George E. McClain 
Ar thur  Pat terson 
Frank Sampson 

We had many l o y a l  supporters which are  too  

numerous t o  mention. A l l  o f  ou r  accomplishments 

have been made w i t h  the  h e l p  o f  God and a l l  o f  t h e  

- c i t i zens  o f  ou r  comnunity. 
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